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Circular No. : 3/2013 





           Date: 4th July, 2013

To: All Members. 

Dear Friends,

We are furnishing below some of the recent developments for your information.

MUMBAI HIGH COURT DIRECTS UNION BANK OF INDIA TO INCLUDE A RETIRED EMPLOYEE  IN PENSION SCHEME :

Our members are aware that in terms of the 9th BPS/ Joint Note dated 27/04/2010, between UFBU and IBA, one more option to join the pension scheme to the non-pension optees( serving, retired, optees of  VRS and families of diseased employees), was extended. Those willing to opt for pension scheme were required to exercise an option within 60 days from the date of the respective circular issued by the Banks and the retirees were required to refund to the Bank, within 30 days after expiry of the said

period of 60 days, the entire amount of the Bank's contribution to the PF with interest thereon, together with 30% of additional contribution, totally working out to 56% of the Bank's contribution to PF and interest thereon, received by the employee on retirement. The petitioner, Sri Kayogi Sorabji Mirza, was a retiree of UBI, and was abroad when the Union Bank of India issued the circular, calling for the option,refund of bank's contribution to PF etc. When he returned to India, the period stipulated for option was

over. The bank rejected the option submitted by him in August, 2011. He challenged the rejection made by the bank. Justices R.P. Sondurbaldota and V.M. Kanade accepted the contention of the petitioner that his case should be considered though belatedly because at the relevant time he was abroad and thus could not fill up the form for the option for pension within the stipulated time. However, the bench clarified that this direction is given in the peculiar facts and circumstances of the case and without considering the merits as to whether the employees would be entitled to apply after the cut-off date.

100% NEUTRALISATION OF D.A. TO PRE - 1/11/2002 RETIREES :

Pensioners who had retired from banks' services prior to 1/11/2002 are not getting 100% D.A. neutralisation. DA is paid to them on a tapering basis, ranging from 0.175% to 0.67%. T his is a serious case of discrimination.
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Challenging this, writ petitions were filed against the Managements of Canara Bank , Indian Overseas Bank and Bank of Baroda before the High Court of Madras in writ petitions No: 50000 of 2006 andothers . The Hon. Single Judge of the Madras High court, in his judgement delivered on 14/12/2012, decided the issue in favour of the retirees. The Managements of these banks have challenged the decision of the single judge through writ appeals nos 688/2013 and others before the Division Bench of the Madras High Court. The Division Bench , comprising of Hon. Chief Justice Sri. Agarwal and Hon. Judge Sri. Sathyanarayana, in its judgement pronounced on 17/06/2013, has reversed the judgement of the single Judge by allowing the Writ Appeals preferred by the Managements of these banks. This is a great set back in the direction of getting justice to this group of our members. After getting the copy of the judgement , the issue will be discussed with AIBRF. The developments will be kept informed.
WRIT PETITION IN THE MATTER OF 5 YEARS ADDITIONAL WEIGHTAGE 
TO VRS OPTEES :
The High Court of Karnataka has passed judgements in favour of the retirees vide single judge's orders on 8/4/2011 and 21/04/2011 on the same lines of the Supreme court judgement in the case of Bank of India Vs K. Mohan Das and others. Court also awarded interest @10%. Our bank preferred appeals against the above judgements before the Divisional bench of High Court of Karnataka. The division bench consisting of Chief Justice and other senior judge dismissed the appeals of the Bank, with are mark that the extremely scarce time of the court as well as the bank's resources have been avoidably and necessarily expended on an exercise in futility. In spite of this, our Bank has preferred a SLP before the Supreme Court of India against the judgement of the Division Bench of the High court of

Karnataka. The SLPs bearing Nos 29820 to 30047 have since been admitted by the supreme court and the petitioners are attending to further requirements to pursue the case. This is a costly as well as lengthy exercise which requires co-operation and involvement by all concerned. Our members are requested to co-operate and do the needful in the matter.

Our Association has filed a writ petition on 03/01/2013, before the Hon. High Court of Kerala, for direction to the bank to allow 5 years weightage to VRS optees. The hearing is over and the judgement is reserved. Our Association has also joined as an intervening party in respect of the SLP filed by the Bank against  the favourable judgement of the Hon. High Court of Mumbai, in writ petition filed by two of VRS optees from Mumbai. Though there are no visible efforts from the petitioners to pursue the case, we, as an intervening party are pursuing the case. The SLP is yet to be listed for hearing. In the meanwhile, our parent organisation is pursuing the matter with the Department of Financial  Services and IBA to direct our bank, Allahabad Bank and Subsidiaries of SBI to extend 5 years weightage and re-fix, the pension payable to VRS optees, with retrospective effect.
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PENSION TO THOSE WHO HAVE RESIGNED FROM BANK'S SERVICES :
Since our bank has not extended the option to join pension scheme to those who have resigned from the services of the bank, a few of the affected retirees, as per the advice of our Association, have filed Writ Petitions before the High Court of Karnataka and the court has decided the writs in favour of the resignees. The judgement was upheld by the Division bench also. But the Bank had filed SLP against the judgement before the Supreme Court of India and had withdrawn the same subsequently, with liberty to file Revision Petition against the judgement before the High Court of Karnataka, itself. Thepetitioners have since filed a contempt petition against the management of the bank. Further developments will be kept informed.
AIBRF DECIDES MASSIVE AGITATIONAL PROGRAMME :

The sub-committee of AIBRF which met at Indore on 28th and 29th April 2013, after taking into consideration the total negative, adamant and indifferent response and attitude of the Govt. and the IBA towards issues represented by AIBRF on behalf of retirees has decided to launch massive agitational programme in pursuance of our demands. The programme shall comprise of rallies at all centres where local chapters of IBA are located followed by submission of memorandum to local chapter and to the Chairman, IBA. Details such as date of the programmes etc will be informed later.

AIBRF MEETING WITH UFBU ON 4th JULY AT CHENNAI :
As a sequel to persistent efforts by AIBRF to evolve co-ordinated approach with UFBU and to develop consultative mechanism for resolving Bank retirees' demands, the UFBU had arranged a meeting between retirees' organisations and UFBU, at Chennai, on 4th July, 2013. AIBRF was represented by the President, Sri. S.M. Deshpande and the General Secretary, S.C. Jain. Sri. S.C. Jain has explained our issues and demands in detail. After detailed discussions, the UFBU leadership has assured their support to demands of AIBRF, to co-ordinate their efforts and consult AIBRF either formally or informally whenever necessary, during the course of wage talks with IBA. Friends, this development is a good beginning in the right direction, which inspires greater hope and confidence in us for tackling ensuing challenges.

AT VIJAYA BANK LEVEL :
1. We have, once again, vide our letter dated 15/04/2013, requested the Management of Vijaya Bank to arrange periodical meetings with our association to discuss and sort out various grievances and issues concerning the retirees in the bank.
2. The bank, with effect from 2/4/2013, has reduced the interest on term deposits from 0.5% to0.25%. This is a very retrograde and negative step from the Management. We have opposed thisaction and have requested the management to restore additional interest of 0.5%, if not increasing it to 1%, as we had demanded earlier.
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3. We are following up the issue relating to higher Annual Medical Reimbursement to retirees, extension of the facility of Re-imbursement of Hospitalisation expenses to retirees as a part of bank's Staff welfare measures, etc. The developments will be kept informed.
OUR CENTRAL OFFICE HAS STARTED FUNCTIONING FROM BANGALORE :
As decided in our 3rd Conference, our central office has since started functioning from Bangalore. The address of the central office is as follows:

VIJAYA BANK RETIREES' ASSOCIATION (Regd)

Central Office, Shell House,

3rd floor, Roof Top, No. 89, above the office of KPBEF,

J. C. Road, Bangalore - 560 002.

MEMBERSHIP:
Many of our retiree colleagues have joined our Association in the recent days. Many more are giving very encouraging response. We hereby request all our members to reach those who have not yet become our members to join us so as to make our association more stronger to secure our future.

HUGE CATASTROPHE :
The impact of the flash floods in the upper reaches of Uttarakhand is one of the most catastrophic in the recent history. The devastating effect of the flash floods that ravaged the holy places and surrounding area is unimaginable. Thousands of pilgrims, and residents of remote villages are dead, many more thousands are missing, may be buried under debris. The death toll may run into several thousands and it is unlikely that there will be even a fairly accurate figure. The loss of property and infrastructure is colossal. The calamity, by its size and impact is immeasurable. The government has undertaken massive rescue and  ehabilitation work. With the gigantic magnitude of destruction and devastation, it becomes our duty to come forward to take part in this massive relief and rehabilitation work. We therefore appeal to all our members to come forward and contribute for this huge rehabilitation programme. We hereby request all our members to contribute, atleast a days pension, for this cause. The amount may be remitted to us by a Cheque or DD drawn in favour of Prime Ministers' National Relief Fund. We will consolidate the amount and remit it to the appropriate authorities.

With greetings

              Sd/-    








             Sd/-    

(C. Gopinathan Nair)                                                                     (K. Vishwanath Naik)

         President                                                                                    General Secretary
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COM. RJS AMAR RAHE

With profound grief and sorrow, we convey the sad demise of our

beloved leader Com. R.J. Sridharan, on 15/06/2013, at Chennai.

His contribution in our efforts to get one more option for pension

is historical. As General Secretary and later on as Chairman, of

AIBOA, he has taken the organisation to this great height by his

organisational ability, oratorical skill, negotiating skill, prolific

writing, and convincing capacity of his adversaries through his

matured way of handling controversial and sensitive issues. He

was very near and dear to the movement of banks' retirees under

the banner of AIBRF. He was a great visionary and his memory

will give us courage, strength, inspiration, guidance and support

in our onward march.

Our heart felt condolences, in memory of this great comrade and

a fine human being.

Com. RJS Amar Rahe






